First reported case of Streptococcus pyogenes infection with toxic shock-like syndrome in Italy.
A 43-year-old male who sustained a superficial hand injury developed streptococcal toxic shock-like syndrome and died within 48 hours. The clinical course of the illness in this previously well patient was rapid and fulminant. The organism responsible was a group A beta-hemolytic streptococcus which was identified as opacity factor negative, M serotype 1, T type 1. The organism produced streptococcal pyrogenic exotoxins B and C, but no detectable exotoxin A although it carried speA, the gene for exotoxin A. This is the first case reported in Italy, and further emphasizes the virulence of these organisms and the rapidity with which the illness can progress.